From the normalization of control to the democratization of intimate
relationships: signs of gender based-violence in Italy

[ Research Aim ]

The poster shows the results of a quantitative
research conducted by EDV-University of
Milano-Bicocca in collaboration with the online
newspaper 27°ora - Corriere.it, on the
perception of gender based-violence among the
newspaper’s readers

The aim of the research is to depict the extent
to which domestic violence is perceived,
recognized and condemned within intimate
relationships among the readers

1. Men and women consider specific relationship’s

values in different ways

Listening to the partner

Loyalty s

Love

Independence
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[ Research question ]

The research aims at exploring:

v Whether any socio-cultural factors and
discriminatory values that can justify gender-
based violence persist into intimate
relationships

v' Whether such behaviours are recognized as
gender-based violence indicators

[ Main results ]

EDV University of Milano-Bicocca™

[ Research Methods ]

v" Online quantitative questionnaire

v' Sample: 5.987 people, of which 3.115
women (52%) and 2.872 men (48%)

v" Research conducted in November 2016

2. Men and women have a different perception of

“acceptable’” behaviours within an intimate relationship

49% Women stop working/studying when they are in an intimate relationship
3% Men read personal messages without their partner’s consent
6% Men are annoyed when their partner wants to meet her friends
59 Men ask their partner to change her own style of clothes

Men judge how the partner is dressed when she goes out with friends

8%

Kindness

Respect sex
Complicity

3. Both men and women tend to condemn physical

violence

T 5%

During an argument, it could happen that men use physical violence on their partner

T 7%

If a man physically attacks her partner, she has done something wrong

| slapped my partner

“She didn’t have to make me
angry”
2%
[ “It can happen”
7%

‘I made a big mistake”
91%

My partner slapped me

“It can happen in a relationship”

“l don'’t justify him, but | forgive him”

“It is unacceptable”

[ J 19%

]

[ What is considered acceptable? ]

Men want to know where their partner is

4. Both men and women don’t recognize other specific

behaviours as violence
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Behaviours linked
to economic
aspects
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M 96%
He should take care of the partner's sexual pleasure
@
31%

It is acceptable to have sexual relations even if she doesn’t feel like it

M 73%

Within a couple, the budget should be managed by both

T 27%

She should ask the partner for consent before each purchase

-

Conclusions

v Psychological as well as economic violence are still difficult to be recognized within an intimate relationship, particularly by men

v' Women are willing to deconstruct their ‘traditional’ role within the society, attributing high importance to independence within a relationship

v' There are some attempts towards a social transformation of gender norms, with both men and women condemning physical and sexual
violence, leaning towards a “democratization” of intimate relationships

( However the normalization of control is still radicalized within the Italian society
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*Research conducted in collaboration with 27esimaora — Corriere.it
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